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HOWARD COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING NOVEMBER 2, 2020 
 

The Howard County Board of Commissioners met in Regular Session on Monday, November 2, 2020, at 4:00 p.m. in 

Hearing Room 338 of the Howard County Administration Center. Those in attendance included President Paul 

Wyman, Vice-President Brad Bray, Member Jack Dodd, County Attorney Alan Wilson and County Auditor Martha 

Lake.   

 

The meeting was called to order by Sheriff Asher and conducted by President Paul Wyman.  Commissioner Bray led 

in the Pledge of Allegiance, and Commissioner Wyman offered a word of prayer.    

 

IN THE MATTER OF SPECIAL RECOGNITION: 

  

OCTOBER EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH AWARD: 

 
The Commissioners congratulated Amie Campbell as Howard County Employee of the Month. Amie is a huge asset 

to Howard County due to the fact that she spends countless hours making sure that Work Release is runs successfully.  

She has an excellent reputation with the offenders and they respect her for the way she deals with them.  She is always 

fair and impartial.  Amie is a “go getter” and is not afraid to do what it takes to get the job done.  She wants Work 

Release to be known as a fair and outstanding program. Amie was recently promoted from a Lead Supervisor to 

Facility Manager, due to her dedication and hard work on behalf of Community Corrections. Amie is a pleasure to 

work with and is already doing a great job as the Facility Manager. Jeremie Lovall nominated Amie as Employee of 

the Month. Commissioner Bray commented that it was a great honor for the commissioners to extend congratulations 

and the memento from Kokomo Opalescent Glass to her.  Pictures were taken, and congratulations were given by all. 

NEW DEPUTY SWEARING IN: 

Sheriff Asher introduced the newest Howard County Deputy Kenny Parson.  Deputy Parson’s first day of employment 

with the Howard County Sheriff’s Department is today, November 2, 2020. He is a lateral move from the City of 

Tipton.  He brings with him 8 years of Military experience with the Indiana Army National Guard, where he is 

currently second in command at Bluffton Delta Company 22152.  He worked four years in the Tipton County Sheriff’s 

Department as a jailer, Kenny also serviced as a Reserve Officer for the Tipton City Police Department, and the last 

two years has worked full time as a Tipton City Police Officer.  Deputy Parson is a newlywed and he introduced his 

wife Candice, in attendance in the audience. They announced they are expecting their first child. Chief Deputy Teresa 

Hudson from the Clerk’s office swore Deputy Parson in as a Howard County Deputy. Pictures were taken, and 

congratulations were given by all. 

 

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 
The minutes of October 19th, 2020, regular meeting having been previously submitted and reviewed, were approved 

as presented on a motion made by Mr. Bray, seconded by Mr. Dodd and carried.  

 

 

IN THE MATTER OF NEW BUSINESS: 

 

 Kinsey Youth Center: 

 
Jeff Lipinski. Kinsey Youth Center Director, requested the Commissioners’ approval to have the locks at the Kinsey 

Youth Center replaced. Mr. Lipinski has spoken to Mr. Stonestreet, Maintenance Superintendent and he has agreed 

that this needs to be done.  Mr. Lipinski is willing and able to pay half out of his budget and requested the other half 

be paid from commissioner funds. President Paul Wyman stated that this has needed to be done, and as always 

appreciates Mr. Lipinski’s willingness to always pay half on his repair projects.  Mr. Stonestreet verified that there are 

funds to pay the Commissioners’ half.  Commissioner Dodd asked if this request is to replace all the locks.  Mr. 

Lipinski verified the request is to replace all the key locks. Auditor Lake asked to confirm which funds will be used 

to pay for the project.  Mr. Lipinski stated that he plans to pay his half, $3,480.00 from the LIT – Special Purpose 

Fund, Building and Structure Repair. Mr. Stonestreet on behalf of the Commissioners, will pay the other $3,480 from 
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the Cum Cap Fund. The total project cost is $6,960.00. A motion to approve was made by Mr. Dodd, seconded by Mr. 

Bray and the motion carried. 
  

New County Dog Ordinance: 

 
Howard County Councilman John Roberts presented a proposed new Animal/Dog Ordinance on behalf of the Kokomo 

Howard County Animal Ordinance Committee. He is asking the Howard County Commissioners to accept the new 

presented Animal Ordinance for jurisdiction for the city of Kokomo and Howard County area. The ordinance has been 

presented to the city of Kokomo Common Council and they are going to review. This proposed animal ordinance is 

designed to cover both the city and the county. The committee members who drew up this new document included 

the Humane Society senior animal control Officer Mr. Ray Brown, Kokomo Humane Society Director; Board Member 

Barbara Alexander; Community Cats Director Missy Kelley; and, animal rescuers, Mira Thomas, Deb Smith, Janet 

Gerber, Trina Mobley, and other concerned citizens including Mary Roberts and Councilman Roberts. Mr. Roberts 

explained to the Commissioners that there was an incident in the spring of 2013, which exposed the current ordinance 

to be weak, which resulted in a negative post to be made on Facebook.  This sparked the process to make a new 

ordinance which would better benefit the community. With the guidance of animal control officer Ray Brown, a new 

committee was formed.  This committee perused three separate ordinances that are respected and comprehensive. One 

Ordinance was from Indianapolis Indiana, one was from Omaha Nebraska, and third one was from South Bend 

Indiana. The Committee looked at all three and decided to choose the Indianapolis Indiana animal ordinance as the 

foundation for which can be molded to fit our community.  The next eight months were spent meeting twice a month 

reviewing and editing this ordinance section by section, line by line. This ordinance was then presented to Karen Wolf 

Director of the Kokomo Humane Society, and she and her staff studied it and paired it down to be more efficient and 

streamlined.  They have given their approval of this proposed new animal ordinance. President Paul Wyman stated 

that the Commissioners would definitely review the proposed ordinance and discuss it with other units of government 

since this will be a countywide ordinance. Paul Wyman thanked Councilman Roberts for bringing the ordinance to 

the attention of the Board, and stated the Board will review and follow up with any questions and/or concerns. 

 

 

 Highway Department: 

 
Amber Tolle, Highway Superintendent, presented two items to Board of Commissioners. 

 

1.) Mrs. Tolle first stated she has passed the test and has obtained her certification to become the primary contact for 

the ITAP program with INDOT. Mrs. Tolle also stated that Jordan Kucholic, Highway Department employee, 

will still remain certified.  The plan is for both of them to be certified so there will no communication gaps. 

 

2.) The second request made by Mrs. Tolle was to purchase a bed for the newly purchased truck. Mrs. Tolle has 

done some research with a couple of Highway Department employees who do plow work, and also a Highway 

Department mechanic.  The employees were not happy with the vendor that had been used previously. Mrs. Tolle 

did get a low quote for the truck bed, but the proposed work had quality issues and a long lead time to get the 

product back. There was also no warranty attached. Although the first quote was cheaper, it was not responsive 

to the necessary criteria provided.  It would come with lots of headaches for the department. Mrs. Tolle is 

proposing going with the second vendor, who quoted two different beds, a regular steel bed; and, a regular 

stainless-steel bed. Mrs. Tolle would like to go with the stainless-steel bed.  Although the cost is a little higher, 

it provides many more benefits and a longer life span. Mrs. Tolle is also requesting to purchase a new salt box 

with this vehicle. This salt box is attached to the bed and it will double the life of our trucks. The Highway 

Department would be able to use it as a haul truck and a salt truck. Mrs. Tolle explained this would be a huge 

benefit to her department because it would double the range of their vehicle fleet.  The cost is approximately 

$5,000 to add the salt box. The cost to purchase a regular salt spreader would be approximately $12,000.00. Mrs. 

Tolle is requesting permission to go ahead and add the salt box to this truck bed and see how it goes. The purchase 

of this stainless-steel truck bed with the salt box is $41,982.72.  The money for these purchases is already 

available in the Highway Department budget. President Paul Wyman stated he has verified and availability of 

the funds.  A motion to approve the purchases was made by Mr. Bray, seconded by Mr. Dodd, and carried. The 

purchase for the truck bed and salt spreader would be from Terry Truck Equipment, in Winamac, Indiana 
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IN THE MATTER OF CLAIMS AND REPORTS: 

 
Howard County Auditor Martha Lake submitted the following claims and reports for the Commissioners’ information 

and approval: 

 

1. Salary Claims: The Commissioners’ Salary, Hourly, and Overtime Claims for payment on November 6th, 

2020, in the amount of $842,281.98 were submitted and approved on a motion made by Mr. Dodd, Mr. Bray 

seconded the motion, and the motion carried.   

 

2. Operating Claims: The Commissioners’ Operating Claims payable November 2, 2020, in the amount of 

$912,101.70, were submitted and approved on a motion made by Mr. Dodd.  Mr. Bray seconded the motion, 

and the motion carried.   

 

3. Clerk monthly report: The September, 2020, Clerk’s monthly report was accepted by the Board.   
 

4. Other Auditor Commissioner Business: 

Auditor Lake presented the Holiday Schedule for Howard County Employees for 2021. President Paul      

Wyman verified this was the same holiday schedule the State is following for 2021. The motion to approve 

the 2021 Holiday Schedule was made by Mr. Bray. Mr. Dodd seconded the motion and it carried.  

 

Auditor Lake also presented the proposed Commissioners’ Monthly Meeting dates for 2021.  President 

Paul Wyman stated that they would review and approve the schedule at the next meeting.  

 

 

 

IN THE MATTER OF ATTORNEY ISSUES: 

 

Attorney Alan Wilson had two agreements for consideration by the Board:  

 

1.) The first was a contract with the Kokomo Human Society for animal control and shelter services for 2021, 

which is identical to the 2020 contract. The motion to approve was made by Mr. Bray, seconded by Mr. 

Dodd, and the motion was carried.  

2.) The second one is the contact with Malcon for fuel tax reimbursement from the state. The proposed contact 

for 2021 is also the same as the 2020 contact. A motion to approve was made by Mr. Bray, seconded by 

Mr. Dodd, and the motion was carried. 

   

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

 
Brad Seamon, 10954 E. 100 S. Greentown, Indiana wanted to bring up the issues of transparency from the meeting 

the solar energy company held at the town hall earlier this year. During the presentation Tom Green, from Engie, said 

he didn’t have some answers to the questions that were asked. He asked the taxpayers to email him directly after the 

meeting. Mr. Seamon stated that he has emailed Mr. Green and copied Mr. Wyman on the emails.  He feels the energy 

company’s responses back in the email were beyond ridiculous and didn’t answer his questions. Mr. Seamon is 

frustrated with the lack of information that he has gotten since the town hall meeting.  President Wyman thanked him 

for his thoughts.  

 

 

Rick Emery, 2504 Kent Ave Kokomo, Indiana, is requesting to be part of the committee working on the new proposed 

dog ordinance. In 2014 his wife was attacked by a dog and lost eight months of work and had two surgery’s.  He feels 

he could add a perspective from the side of letter carriers, UPS, and Fedex workers. He has lived it and knows 

personally some of the pitfalls. Mr. Emery is not upset with the current work of the committee re-writing the ordinance.  

He would like to be invited to the next meeting.  President Paul Wyman stated he would let the committee know, and 

requested Mr. Emery’s email contact information.  
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There being no further business to come before the Board of Commissioners at this time, the meeting was 

adjourned at 4:28 p.m. on a motion made by Mr. Dodd, seconded by Mr. Bray, and carried. 

 

 

 

       

      HOWARD COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS: 

 

       

      _________________________________________________ 

       PAUL G. WYMAN, PRESIDENT     

             

      _________________________________________________ 

      ROBERT B. BRAY, VICE PRESIDENT  

   

      _________________________________________________ 

      JACK W. DODD, MEMBER  

 

  

 

ATTEST: 

 

____________________________________ 

MARTHA J. LAKE, AUDITOR 
Howard County Commissioner Meeting October 19, 2020 


